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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

This short Booklet is an introduction to a Christian Perspective on How to Handle Finances as it is
described and portrayed in the Bible. The principles are explained in a easy to understand manner
that people with very little finance management knowledge could understand.
The only motive of the authors in writing this Booklet is their sincere desire to bring some light on
some of the questions connected with our Christian walk, in particular how to deal with the
allocation of Revenues in Necessities of life, Giving, Savings and Stewardship.
The authors have simplified as much as it is possible keeping in mind that IT IS NOT
COMPLICATED. That is the name and the motto of their video series on iktusNET:
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WHO OWNS WHAT?

Do we own something or does God own everything? God owns His creation: the material universe
and us. Let’s see what the Bible has to say about it since the Verses quoted below are often given
outside their setting or context.
Haggai 2: 7-9
7 I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this
temple with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts.
8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts.
9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts.
‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.”
Reading Verse 8 of Chapter 2 of Haggai it looks like that God owns indeed everything as
represented by gold and silver. This Verse, however, has to be taken in the context of the prophecy
about the future glory of the temple and in the context of the complete Book of Haggai.
Haggai 1: 5-6
5 Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do not have enough; You drink, but
you are not filled with drink; You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who earns
wages, Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”
Verse 6 of Haggai Chapter 1 addresses a fundamental question.
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Question: Working hard - for what?
Answer: Possessions and prosperity by themselves are empty and unsatisfying in the end.
Unless a person’s soul is alive and well, life is spiritual poverty, no matter how “well-oﬀ” that
person might be.
In Psalm 50 we find similar Verses about what God owns.
Psalms 50: 10-12
10 For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I know all the birds of the mountains, And the wild beasts of the field are Mine.
12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.
The Verses of Psalm 50 have also to be read in context. The Psalm describes a scene of people
called to accountability for mouthing words without any real commitment to truth and
righteousness. Verse 12 is the Old Testament anticipation that Christ is the Lord of the whole world.
In the first Chapter of the book of Genesis God says to Adam and Eve to subdue the earth and
have dominion.
Genesis 1: 28
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”
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In Numbers Chapter 32 it is confirmed that man should subdue the earth and have dominion:
Numbers 32: 22
And the land is subdued before the Lord, then afterward you may return and be blameless
before the Lord and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the Lord.
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A CONCEPT OF REVENUES WIDELY HELD BUT WRONG

The following Verses from Matthew 6 are frequently quoted:
Matthew 6: 25-26
25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing?
26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
Many people take these Verses out of context thinking they have to do nothing and they will have
food, shelter and other necessities of live.
Wrong. Read Matthew 6: 27-34 and you will realize that the scriptures talk about worry. Jesus does
not condemn work, but worrying.
Matthew 6: 27-34
27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these.
30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’
32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need
all these things.
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33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its
own things. Suﬃcient for the day is its own trouble.
Questions: Do birds contribute to the harvest of any farm?
Answer: No, they don’t. To the contrary, the birds contribute to reduce the harvest by eating the
grains.
Questions: What happen when the birds go to a mature crop?
Answer: They eat the grains and destroy the crop.
Matthew 6: 25-26 is put in the right perspective in Matthew 6: 24.
Matthew 6: 24
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Verses have to be read in full images, not only a few Verses here and there. They have to be kept in
context.
You must therefore choose between God and Money, while not worrying about your revenues.
Luke 12: 22-31
22 Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.
23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.
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24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor
barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds?
25 And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
26 If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest?
27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
28 If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?
29 “And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious
mind.
30 For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you
need these things.
31 But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.
Again, this passage talks about worrying. The complete passage, Verses 13 to 35, talks about
false and true riches.
Questions: What are the necessities of life?
Answer: Food, shelter, etc. (see the Necessities of Life Chapter for details)
Questions: Who supply and provide the necessities of life to you?
Answer: We generally purchase them.
Before going any further we will analyze from the Scriptures in the next section who you are in
relation to God.
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WHO ARE YOU IN RELATION TO GOD?

To deal properly with finances you have to understand who you really are in relation to God.

You are Sons and Daughters of God
Christians are not mere humans, they are sons and daughters of God as mentioned in the following
scriptures.
Romans 8: 13-15
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”
Galatians 4: 5-7
5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying out, “Abba, Father!”
7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.
Who is a son and how it is defined? The Greek term is υἱός huios.
The definitions are:
1)

Generally used of the oﬀspring of men

2)

In a restricted sense, the male oﬀspring (one born by a father and of a mother)
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3)

In a wider sense, a descendant, one of the posterity of any one,

Who is a heir and how it is defined? In Greek an heir is κληρονόμος kleronomos. The definitions
are:
1) one who receives by lot, an heir
1a) an heir
1b) in Messianic usage, one who receives his allotted possession by right of sonship
2) one who has acquired or obtained the portion allotted to him
Hebrews 12: 7-8
7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a
father does not chasten?
8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are
illegitimate and not sons.
Questions: In a rich family, what is the diﬀerence between a son and an employee?
Answer: A son has access to all the father has. An employee has limited access.
Questions: What is financially the diﬀerence between performance and inheritance?
Answer: A son gets an inheritance and does not work for it. An employee has to perform to be
paid.
To follow Christ is to belong to the family of God. So, as sons of God, you have the right to dine at
the Father’s table and it is free. It is by grace. It is given to you as a result of the perfect and
complete work of Jesus Christ.
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The Grace of God
Since by Grace you are invited at the table of the Father, what is exactly Grace?
1 Corinthians 2: 12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
Note: Freely given is synonym to Grace is a number of Bible translations. Grace is also referred
often as unmerited favor.
Ephesians 2: 8-9 (Amplified Version of the Bible)
8 For it is by free grace (God's unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment
and made partakers of Christ's salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of
yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of
God; 9 Not because of works [not the fulfillment of the Law's demands], lest any man should
boast. [It is not the result of what anyone can possibly do, so no one can pride himself in it
or take glory to himself.]
Note: It is the same with healing. You all know that you are not healed by “your works”. So, your
poverty is not redeemed by your giving (works), but by Grace.
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The necessities of life are essentially what is indispensable to maintain your daily living. The list
below gives you the main examples of the necessities of life. The list is not by any means
exhaustive and has to be adapted to your culture and where you live. Quite often the term provision
is used instead for necessities of life, but it represents only a narrow subset that basically includes
only all kinds of foodstuﬀ.
-

Shelter (House, Apartment, Mortgage, Rent)

-

Food, drinks, groceries that are also called collectively provision

-

Transportation (Car, Bus, Taxi, Subway, Train, etc)

-

Furnitures

-

Insurances

-

Entertainment

-

Medical Bills (not covered by insurance)

-

Payment of debts (Credit cards principal and interest)

-

And more…
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Typical Revenues
A revenue is a monetary unit, received during a period of time, for work or investment. It is a
synonym of income, but can also includes the proceed of a sale.
The list below gives you the main examples of income from a job or work (including ownership of a
business):
-

Salary - Pay - Wage - Remuneration - Stipend

-

Dividends

-

Profit

-

Gain

-

Bonuses

-

Retirement funds

-

Gifts received

-

Investments incomes

Note: Revenues do not have to be only financial. They can come from bartering. For an example
you can barter or trade your plumber services for accounting services.

With your Revenues you purchase / buy / give what?
-

Necessities of Life

-

Giving and Oﬀerings

-

Savings

-

Stewardship
18
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What should be your your attitude for getting your Revenues?
You have to prepare your heart:
-

Become born again

-

Obey God’s laws and commands

-

Trust God

-

Have a personal relationship with God through the Holy Spirit

-

Give (Church, the poor, etc)

-

Have Faith

-

Join Faith and work

Christians, such as you, with the right attitude are assisted in obtaining their Revenues (as
described earlier) by God’s Grace according to:
Romans 5: 2 (Amplified Version)
Through Him also we have [our] access (entrance, introduction) by faith into this grace
(state of God's favor) in which we [firmly and safely] stand. And let us rejoice and exult in our
hope of experiencing and enjoying the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 8: 9 (Amplified Version)
For you are becoming progressively acquainted with and recognizing more strongly and
clearly the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (His kindness, His gracious generosity, His
undeserved favor and spiritual blessing), [in] that though He was [so very] rich, yet for your
sakes He became [so very] poor, in order that by His poverty you might become enriched
(abundantly supplied).
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2 Corinthians 9: 8 (Amplified Version)
And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in
abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be
self-suﬃcient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance
for every good work and charitable donation].
Matthew 6: 33
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you.
Colossians 3: 23
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men
Philippians 4: 19
And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
What is the definition and meaning of Supply? The Greek is πληρόω pleroo. The main definitions
are:
1) to make full, to fill up, i.e. to fill to the full
1a) to cause to abound, to furnish or supply liberally
2) to render full, i.e. to complete
2a) to fill to the top: so that nothing shall be wanting to full measure
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If you desire an Increase of Revenues what do you do?
Because you are sons and daughters of God, if you desire an increase in your Revenues, you
simply ask the Father for promotion, raise, investment leads, witty invention, etc., according to:
James 4: 2b
Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
Matthew 21: 21-22
21 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do
not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done.
22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
Mark 11: 23-24
23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into
the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done,
he will have whatever he says.
24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive
them, and you will have them.
John 15: 7
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall
be done for you.
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1 John 3: 21-23
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.
22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and
do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.
It does not mean that you get your Revenues by waiting to collect money on trees. God will open
doors for you, but you still have to do whatever work you have been assigned to do. Your
Revenues are an exchange of work, investment, etc… for money. Remember that work is a clean
four-letter word.

You are Sons and Daughters of God to do what?
Question: If you are sons and daughters of God, what are you supposed to do on this planet?
Answer: you are on this planet to fulfill the Great Commission.
What is the Great Commission? Let’s look at the last three Verses on Matthew 28 where it is
described:
Matthew 28: 18-20
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
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You are not farmers in God’s Kingdom.
You are sons,
serving in your Father’s fields
to reap a harvest for Him.
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Tithing is misrepresented and abused by many Churches and Ministries and it is therefore
necessary to review its concept in the Old Testament and in the New Testament.
The idea that every believer is obligated to tithe (give ten percent of their revenues or income to the
work of God) is widespread in the evangelical church today. Most Christians receive teaching on
tithing early in their spiritual lives.
Some Pastors or Preachers are still claiming that anyone who does not give a tithe to the work of
God is robbing God and is under a curse according to Malachi 3:8-10. We will see later that is it not
so.
Let’s discuss first tithing in the Old Testament as opposed to giving in the New Testament.
We will examine the Biblical teaching on the subject of the tithe with a view to understanding what
relevance it has to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ living under the New Covenant. We will do so
by examining what the Bible has to say about tithing:
•

Before the Law was given;

•

Under the Mosaic Law; and

•

In the New Testament Scriptures.

Tithing before the Law
There are two Biblical passages which speak of a tithe being given before the Law was instituted at
Sinai. They involve two of the Jewish patriarchs, Abraham and Jacob. We will only look at
Abraham, since it is suﬃcient to illustrate tithing before the Law.
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Genesis 14 :17-20
17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s
Valley), after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him.
18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God
Most High.
19 And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into
your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all.
Hebrews 7: 4
Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth
of the spoils.
Abraham gave a one time tithe from that which was not his. Genesis 14: 20 implies that he gave a
tithe taken from the enemies and Hebrews 7: 4 mentions that he gave a tenth of the spoil (of war).
By analyzing the scriptures it appears that Abraham only gave a tenth of the spoils of military
victory to God's priest on a one time only basis.
Next, it is evident that Abram gave away the other 90% of the spoil of war.
Genesis 14: 21-23
21 Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the goods for
yourself.”
22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most
High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will take nothing, from a thread to a
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sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made
Abram rich’.
There is no scripture whatsoever to indicate that Abraham ever tithed again either from his own
wealth or that was captured in war (spoil of war).
Abram could have tithed a lot of money since he was very rich.
Genesis 13: 2
Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.
Abraham never made a tithe covenant. After tithing once to Melchizedek, Abraham did not
tithe from the goods and money given to him from Abimelech.
Everything in the Bible passages concerning Abraham leads you to believe that giving his tithe was
completely Abraham's decision and choice. As such, it was completely voluntary. As you will see a
little later in this study, tithing under the Law was not voluntary at all, but mandatory upon all God's
people.

Tithing and Giving under the Law
What was Tithing made of under The Law?
The tithe under the Law is not money, but the products of the land including the clean
animals, both from inside the Holy Land of Israel. In the Old Testament and in early Jewish
literature, the tithe was not applied to all but only to landowners in Israel, who tithed oﬀ the
increase of the land, meaning what God's promised land produced for them. Even if and when a
farmer sold crops or livestock, he did not pay monetary tithes on that which was sold. God never
required monetary tithes from anyone.
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There is no record of tithing from servants and non-landowners, widows, sojourners and others in
the land since these all received from others.
Leviticus 27:30-33
30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree,
is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord.
31 If a man wants at all to redeem any of his tithes, he shall add one-fifth to it.
32 And concerning the tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever passes under the rod,
the tenth one shall be holy to the Lord.
33 He shall not inquire whether it is good or bad, nor shall he exchange it; and if he
exchanges it at all, then both it and the one exchanged for it shall be holy; it shall not be
redeemed.’”
Notice that in the passage above the tithe is clearly described as the product of the land, seed of
the land, fruit of the tree, herd or flock. The tithe was not the giving of money. Nowhere in all of the
Scriptures will you find that tithing was the giving of money to God.

Providing under the Law through gleaning
Provision was made in the Old Testament for providing also to the strangers, the fatherless, and the
widows through gleaning (to gather leftover grain or other produce after a harvest).
Deuteronomy 24: 19-22
19 “When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go
back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord
your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.
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20 When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.
21 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be
for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow 22 And you shall remember that you were
a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this thing.

The 3 Tithes in the Old Testament
The three types of tithes in the Old Testament are as follows:
1. First Tithe: the Levitical, or sacred tithe.
2. Second Tithe: the tithe of the feasts.
3. Third Tithe: the tithe for the poor.
First Tithe: it is the sacred tithe, given to the Levites and priests for their service to the temple and
the congregation in the Old Testament.
Numbers 18: 21
“Behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tithes in Israel as an inheritance in return for
the work which they perform, the work of the tabernacle of meeting.
Second Tithe: it had an entirely diﬀerent aspect, and you would do well to contemplate its
meaning and purposes.
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Deuteronomy 14: 22-27
22 “You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year.
23 And you shall eat before the Lord your God, in the place where He chooses to make His
name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your
herds and your flocks, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.
24 But if the journey is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, or if the
place where the Lord your God chooses to put His name is too far from you, when the Lord
your God has blessed you, 25 then you shall exchange it for money, take the money in
your hand, and go to the place which the Lord your God chooses.
26 And you shall spend that money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen or sheep,
for wine or similar drink, for whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there before the
Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your household.
27 You shall not forsake the Levite who is within your gates, for he has no part nor
inheritance with you.
The Levitical Law or Mosaic Law required that each Jew had to go up to Jerusalem on certain
occasions. This religious ordinance was for periods of vacation for the family, a vacation with a
religious purpose, such as today going to a camp meeting. How should the head of the household
provide for the vacation expense? By setting aside a second tithe, the tithe for the feasts. Thus the
second tithe was dedicated to the good of man himself. The other tithes were never for the benefit
of one man, but for the benefit of a group or a community. The people of Israel were to use this
second tithe to eat in the presence of the Lord in Jerusalem (the place where He chose to establish
His name). If it was too burdensome for them to bring their tithe all the way to Jerusalem, they were
permitted to sell it and bring the money to Jerusalem where they could purchase goods for the
festivals. God expressly encourages them to spend their money on “whatever their heart desires”,
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including wine! The second tithe was also used to sponsor the religious festivals and has come to
be also referred to as the Festival Tithe.
Third Tithe: it was the tithe for the poor.
Deuteronomy 14: 28-29
28 “At the end of every third year you shall bring out the tithe of your produce of that year
and store it up within your gates.
29 And the Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you, and the stranger
and the fatherless and the widow who are within your gates, may come and eat and be
satisfied, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.
This third tithe was given only every third year. As the Verses state, the produce had to be laid up
with “your gates” for the Levite, strangers, fatherless, and the widow. It suggests that the
distribution was not left to the individual but was a community project to which everybody had to
contribute. This tithe, therefore, was for the neighbor.
As mentioned before, providing to the strangers, the fatherless, and the widows was also done by
allowing gleaning (Deuteronomy 24:19-22).
Summarizing the three types of tithe in the Old Testament period
A much broader concept of giving/tithing than generally assumed is given in the Old Testament.
Giving included first, God; second, man's own physical and spiritual welfare; and third, their
neighbor's need. In any event, the Jewish people were commanded to give at least 20 percent of
their harvests and flocks as the first tithe plus the third tithe.
In many respects, it appears that the tithe required under the Law was similar to the governmental
taxation today. Israel was ruled by a theocracy. Under a theocracy the people were responsible to
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support the government workers (priests), holidays (festivals), and poor (strangers, widows, and
orphans).

What has Malachi to say about the Tithe?
In Malachi God rebukes the priest over robbing tithes and oﬀerings. The text below - Malachi 3:
8-12 - has to be read in the whole context of the entire book of Malachi, otherwise false doctrines
could emerge.
Malachi 3: 8-12
8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed
You?’ In tithes and oﬀerings.
9 You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me
now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And
pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.
11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your
ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” Says the Lord of hosts; 12
“And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a delightful land,” Says the Lord of
hosts.
The comments as follows put each Verse of Malachi in perspective:
• Malachi 3: 8 - Notice that God says the people were robbing Him in “tithes and
oﬀerings”. It does not say “the tithe”, but in “tithes” (plural). These “tithes” refer to the
diﬀerent tithes required of God's people (Levite Tithe, Festival Tithe, Poor Tithe).
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• Malachi 3: 9 - It is not a reference to tithing from revenues or income. We are told that if
Israel, the nation, withheld the tithes and oﬀerings, she was cursed with a curse. Notice
that the Verse doesn't say, “You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the
whole race of mankind”. Rather it says, “Even this whole nation.”
• Malachi 3: 10 - There is not a shred of Biblical evidence that these “storehouses” should
be identified with church buildings where believers under the New Covenant are to bring
their money into. Furthermore the reason Israel was to bring all the tithes into the
storehouse, was so that there would be food in God's house. God was concerned that
the Levites had food to eat. The windows of Heaven do not have a spiritual meaning. It
simply means that it will rain in this arid land and the crops will be bountiful. Remember
that at that time Israel was essentially an agricultural society.
• Malachi 3: 11 - God further promises in this Verse to rebuke the devourer for them, so
that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground. Undoubtedly, the devourer refers to
locusts which God warns will come upon their crops if they fail to bring the tithe, see
Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy 28: 38
“You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in, for the locust shall
consume it.
• Malachi 3: 12 - The blessings spoken refer to the material blessings God promised to
Israel as a nation if she would obey His commandments and statutes.
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Tithing today according to Old Testament Scriptures
If people truly wants today to tithe according to the Scriptures, they would have to do the following:
1) Quit their job and buy a farm so that they can raise herds and grow crops;
2) Find some Levitical priests to support;
3) Use their crops to observe the Old Testament religious festivals like Passover, Unleavened
Bread, Pentecost, and Tabernacles;
4) Begin by giving at least 20% of all their crops and herds to God; and
5) Expect God to curse them with material deprivation if they were unfaithful or bless them with
material abundance if they were obedient.

This is utter nonsense for the Christians of today

Tithe in the New Testament
There are four diﬀerent passages which mention the “tithe” in the New Testament. Let’s examine
two of the more important.
Matthew 23: 23
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith.
These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.
Jesus spoke these words to very religious, law-keeping Pharisees while the Mosaic Law was still in
force. Additionally, to say that since Jesus told these Pharisees it was right for them to tithe, and
thus it is right for us to tithe as well, misses the fact that these Pharisees lived under a diﬀerent
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covenant with diﬀerent laws than the New Testament believer does. It is important to also notice
that the tithe had to do with garden herbs (the product of the field) rather than with money.
Hebrews 7: 1-2
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a
tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem,
meaning “king of peace.”
This passage is not exhorting believers to give like Abraham did. Rather, it is instructing believers to
perceive the excellence of Christ, who ministers as a priest far superior to the Levites. Therefore,
this passage can not be used to enforce the tithe on Christians. The 10% given by Abraham were
the products of the spoil of war, not Abraham’s money.
The tithe ordinance and command under the Law was never changed into a tithe from money in the
New Testament, nor was a church building ever called “the storehouse”.
Jesus and the apostles never said paying a tithe from income was blessed. He said however that
giving is blessed.
It is strange that number of churches today teach tithing. In the Book of Acts the disciples worked,
gave, supplied each other, sold property, and ministered to the needs of others but not once is any
form of tithing attached to any of those actions by the New Testament disciples.
Words used such as “give”, “alms”, “gatherings”, and “collections” are NEVER defined as a 10%
tithe in the New Testament.
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Some wrong Teachings regarding Giving and Oﬀerings
Some so-called “Prosperity Preachers” preach today a message of material prosperity that revolves
mostly around their desire, sadly to say, for private jets, Rolex watches, mansions and expensive
lifestyles.
Some pastors, and even church or mission boards, are guilty of intimidating their congregations
about giving tithe plus oﬀerings. Knowingly or unknowingly, they use the Word of God deceitfully.
By misinterpreting the Scriptures and taking them out of context, they urge their congregation to do
something contrary to sound doctrine.
A perfect example of this is the Biblical account of the “widow’s mite” that is regularly read in
some Churches to extract more money from people, even if they have almost nothing.
Mark 12: 41-44
41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and threw in
two mites, which make a quadrans.
43 So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this
poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put
in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole
livelihood.”
The above text is so often misinterpreted on purpose because of greed. Note that if the widow
gives all of her livelihood she is left with nothing to live on.
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Check what is said in Luke 20.
Luke 20: 45-47
45 Then, in the hearing of all the people, He said to His disciples, 46 “Beware of the scribes,
who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in
the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, 47 who devour widows’ houses, and for a
pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”
Now go to Luke 21.
Luke 21: 1-4
1 And He (Jesus) looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites.
3 So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these
out of their abundance have put in oﬀerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all
the livelihood that she had.”
Read again the account of the widow’s mite in Luke and ignore the Chapter separation. It is very
clear now. The scribes were asking money of the widows, so they could repossess the houses of
the widows.
Using the Mark and Luke passages of the widow’s mite and her gift as illustration, some preach
“You have not given anything until you give sacrificially”. Others state “Give till it hurts”, suggesting
that God is not pleased with believers unless they are suﬀering.
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Some even dare to tell the people that Jesus was happy about the fact that the widow was willing
to give her last. There is nothing in the Bible that says Jesus was pleased with her gift or what is
going on. As you can see in the Gospel of Luke Jesus was mad about how the widows were being
taken advantage of.
That is why so often the Pastors or Evangelists read only Luke 21: 1-4 or Mark 12: 41-44. They only
create guilt and persuade individuals and entire congregations to give beyond their means. They
take the text out of context for their own greedy purpose.
The “widow's mite” does not teach about giving. A better application of the story would be: “Look
out for the Scribes and Pharisees in our own time.”

Giving is NOT bartering with God
Bartering is defined as the exchange of goods or services for other goods or services without using
money.
Some TV evangelists will tell you that there is now for the next five minutes a special anointing to
give to receive health, debt cancelation, etc. - never mind if you watch a recording of the program
two months or five years later!!! They will read a passage of the scriptures out of context such as
Luke 6:38.
Luke 6: 38
Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you.
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They will tell you in the same breath that God will bless you 100-fold if you give to the man of God
(meaning them) $638. There are too many examples of such tactics. Do not be a victim of them.
You will end-up broke and the TV evangelist will be richer.
Ask yourself a question: If it works, why don’t the evangelists apply the principle they teach to
themselves and their organization? If a 100-fold return was guaranteed they would never have to
ask for money again from you. They would automatically become wealthy by their own giving and
the guarantee of a 100-fold return. Let’s explain: if they were giving anew from the return, again and
again, the returns will grow exponentially. Obviously it does not work so they keep asking you to
supply them with your precious hard earned money, sometimes under the threat of a curse if you
don’t.
Some will tell you that you must give to the man of God (meaning them) or you will not be blessed
financially or God cannot bless you because you tie His hand. That “man of God” is threatening you
like the mafia does. In some cases they even curse you. You will see that extortion tactic is not
God’s way at all.
Let’s look at the math and calculation details of the so-called 100-fold return in the spreadsheet on
the next page.
Assume a regular monthly revenue of $5,000 for illustration purpose. The first month it represents
an increase of $5,000. The tithe is therefore $500 and the expected 100-fold return is $50,000 that
has to be added the second month to your $5,000 revenues for a new increase of $55,000. The
tithe for the second month is $5,500 and the expected 100-fold return is $550,000. You are on your
way to quickly become a multi-millionaire. As a matter of fact, after 12 months, you have reached
$5,555,555,555,550,000 or over 5 Quadrillions.
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CAN YOU GRASP THE ABSURDITY OF IT?
And that is what is preached and taught today in so many Churches and TV programs.
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The right Christian way of Giving and Oﬀerings
The approach of giving motivated by guilt and fear as described in the section above is a direct
contradiction to Paul's doctrine of giving for the Church Age, meaning today. Paul’s doctrine for
giving is detailed in the Verses as follows:
2 Corinthians 8: 5-15
5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us
by the will of God.
6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as
well.
7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in
your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also.
8 I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence
of others.
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
10 And in this I give advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and
were desiring to do a year ago; 11 but now you also must complete the doing of it; that as
there was a readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of what you have.
12 For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not
according to what he does not have.
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13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened; 14 but by an equality,
that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may
supply your lack—that there may be equality.
15 As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little
had no lack.

Jesus was Paul's example of Giving
The Apostle Paul teaches New Testament giving in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. In these Chapters he sets
forth the purposes for which believers should give, the method of determining how much one
should give, and the blessings received by proper giving.
Paul is not giving Christ's example to the Corinthians to ask them to give to the point of becoming
poverty-stricken. He is merely saying that the oﬀering of Christ for the sins of the world was a work
of grace motivated by love and that the giving of the Corinthians to the believers in Jerusalem was
to be a similar work of loving grace in their thinking and attitude.
Read and meditate the whole Chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians for further insight. Meditate in
particular the Verse as follows:
2 Corinthians 8: 9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
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Paul’s instructions regarding giving:
2 Corinthians 9: 6-15
6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully.
7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver.
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all
suﬃciency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
9 As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness
endures forever.”
10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the
seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,
11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through
us to God.
12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is
abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through the proof of this ministry,
they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your
liberal sharing with them and all men, 14 and by their prayer for you, who long for you
because of the exceeding grace of God in you.
15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
Verse 7 declares what God desires, a cheerful giver. The New Testament never gives a certain
percentage point as an obligatory and required standard for our giving. Remember that you can
also give your time in lieu of money.
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The basic purposes of Christian giving are:
• To Meet The Needs Of The Saints (meaning the Christians - our brothers and sisters in
Christ): this theme runs like a thread through the Scriptures.
• To Meet The Needs Of Christian Workers: In addition to using our money to meet the needs
of our brothers and sisters in Christ, the Scriptures direct us to use our money to support
Christian workers.
• To Meet The Needs Of The Poor: In addition to using our money to meet the needs of the
saints and Christian workers, the Scriptures direct us to use our money in meeting the needs
of the poor.
Believers today are free to give the amount they choose to give. If they want to give 10% as
Abraham and Jacob did, they are perfectly free to do so. However, if they decide to give 9% or
11%, or 20% or 50%, then they may do that as well.
The New Testament teaches that God leaves the amount of your giving up to you. You should give
proportionate to your means and how God has prospered you, but in the end you are free to give
whatever you want to give. How freeing this is when you consider the manipulative money-making
tactics that the Church uses all too often today.
Moreover, those who are poor should not feel guilty if they are not able to give 10% of their income.
It is true that God will honor and bless the man who gives sacrificially, but if an individual decides
that he can't give 10% of his/her income and still meet the basic needs, he/she must be allowed
that liberty without harsh judging. Remember that if you have payments to make such as rent,
mortgage or car note, you have to pay them first. It is the law of the land since you have entered
into contracts agreeing to pay them on a timely manner. The Bible teaches in several places that
you should keep your word.
45

This Booklet is therefore not against prosperity! On the contrary, we pray that the Lord prospers
and blesses you. We strongly believe in Biblical Prosperity for the purpose of taking the Gospel to
the lost and for helping the poor, and not for personal greed. We also believe that God wants to
bless His servants (Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists, Prophets and Apostles) so that they have more
than enough for themselves and their families, so that their needs are met and that they can also
give in turn to those in need.
Again, we do not believe in materialism or greed, but we believe that God desires to bless and to
prosper you, His people, (The Christians of today) so that His Church - the Body of Christ - can
preach the Gospel and help the poor.
In addition to the anointing of the Holy Ghost and Faith, it takes money to accomplish the Plan of
God in each of our lives.

The Manner of your Giving
Your giving and oﬀerings should be done in a manner pleasing God. Here are some guidelines:
• Don’t give or brag about your giving in order to receive praise by other people.
• Don’t give just to receive a tax refund. You are asking the government to partially match your
giving. Give because you want to while thanking God for the privilege of deducting your
charitable contributions.
• Give Voluntarily.
• Give Expectantly: As you give, you should expect God to bless you now in this present life.
• Give Cheerfully.
• It is worth repeating: Giving is NOT bartering with God.
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The “Sermon On The Mount”
The “Sermon On The Mount” must be an inspiration to all of us.
Excerpts from the “Sermon On the Mount” (Matthew Chapters 6 & 7) from the Contemporary
English Version of the Bible.
Matthew Chapter 6
Giving
Matthew 6: 1-4
1 When you do good deeds, don’t try to show oﬀ. If you do, you won’t get a reward from
your Father in heaven.
2 When you give to the poor, don’t blow a loud horn. That’s what show-oﬀs do in the
meeting places and on the street corners, because they are always looking for praise.
I can assure you that they already have their reward.
3 When you give to the poor, don’t let anyone know about it.
4 Then your gift will be given in secret. Your Father knows what is done in secret, and he will
reward you.
Treasures in Heaven
Matthew 6: 19-21
19 Don’t store up treasures on earth! Moths and rust can destroy them, and thieves can
break in and steal them.
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20 Instead, store up your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy
them, and thieves cannot break in and steal them.
21 Your heart will always be where your treasure is.
Money
Matthew 6: 24
24 You cannot be the slave of two masters! You will like one more than the other or be more
loyal to one than the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
Worry
Matthew 6: 31-34
31 Don’t worry and ask yourselves, ‘Will we have anything to eat? Will we have anything to
drink? Will we have any clothes to wear?’
32 Only people who don’t know God are always worrying about such things. Your Father in
heaven knows that you need all of these.
33 But more than anything else, put God’s work first and do what he wants. Then the other
things will be yours as well.
34 Don’t worry about tomorrow. It will take care of itself. You have enough to worry about
today.

48

Matthew Chapter 7
Two Builders
Matthew Chapter 7: 24-27
24 Anyone who hears and obeys these teachings of mine is like a wise person who built a
house on solid rock.
25 Rain poured down, rivers flooded, and winds beat against that house. But it did not fall,
because it was built on solid rock.
26 Anyone who hears my teachings and doesn’t obey them is like a foolish person
who built a house on sand.
27 The rain poured down, the rivers flooded, and the winds blew and beat against that
house. Finally, it fell with a crash.
The Old Testament tithe or form of taxation is not for believers in the age of Grace. The tithe in the
Old Testament was regulated because they were under the Law. (They did have free-will oﬀerings
however.)
Again, there are times when a person's entire income is needed to meet personal expenses. School
supplies for the children, medicine for a sick widow, food on the table, emergencies of all kinds
sometimes limit a person's giving.
Granted, to hide behind one's expenses to avoid giving is a way of lying to God, but to make a
show of prosperity in times of want is equally false.
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To Consider for Christian Giving and Oﬀerings
We can summarize the New Testament teaching on the purpose of giving and oﬀerings this way -to meet the needs of the saints, to meet the needs of Christian workers, and to meet the needs
of the poor.
Notice that New Testament giving is always to meet the needs of people. It is interesting that the
one thing which the church in America spends the majority of its money on, after staﬀ salaries, is
not mentioned at all in the Bible: church buildings! The Bible simply doesn't speak about churches
going into debt to buy expensive buildings, for the simple reason that the early church did not meet
in special buildings. They met in homes. Thus, there was no overhead expense to drain the energy
and finances of the church. The money of the Churches has to be used mostly for the Great
Commission.

Before giving an oﬀering that would please God,
think about the above.
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What is Stewardship?
Definition of Stewardship:
• The management or care of something, usually something that produces something of value.
For example if your company is making money, they have probably been careful stewards.
• The sphere or responsibility of a steward (as in a manager or administrator). Stewardship is
often used to mean “the care, handling and management of resources”. Your school requires
stewardship to make sure its supplies aren’t stretched. Your clean water is the result of the
stewardship of an environmental oﬃce.
• The conducting, supervising, or managing of something; especially the careful and
responsible management of something entrusted to one's care (e.g. stewardship of natural
resources.)
• The position and duties of a steward, a person who acts as the surrogate of another or
others, especially by managing property, financial aﬀairs, an estate, etc. The responsible
overseeing and protection of something considered worth caring for and preserving.

Synonyms of Stewardship:
• Administration, care, charge, control, direction, governance, government, guidance, handling,
management, operation, oversight, presidency, regulation, running, conduct,
superintendence, superintendency, supervision.

Where Stewardship can be applied?
• The concepts of stewardship can be applied to the environment, economics, health,
property, information , churches, Christian living, etc.
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Stewardship in the Bible
The most important passage in the Bible about Stewardship - The Parable of the Talents - is in
Luke 19.
Luke 19: 11 – 26
11 Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near
Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.
12 Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a
kingdom and to return.
13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do
business till I come.’
14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this
man to reign over us.’
15 “And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded
these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might know
how much every man had gained by trading.
16 Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’
17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little,
have authority over ten cities.’
18 And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’
19 Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’
20 “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a
handkerchief.
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21 For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit,
and reap what you did not sow.’
22 And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You
knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not
sow.
23 Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have
collected it with interest?’
24 “And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has
ten minas.’
25 (But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’)
26 ‘For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not
have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

Understanding Stewardship
You should ask yourself the following question to better understand Stewardship as described in
Luke 19: 11–26.
Question: What is a “Bond Servant” in Verse 13?
Answer: Servants. In greek δοῦλος doulos is defined as:
1) a slave, bondman, man of servile condition
1a) a slave
1b) metaphor: one who gives himself up to another's will. Those whose service is used by
Christ in extending and advancing his cause among men
1c) devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests
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Question: What were the instructions given to the Bond Servants?
Answer: Buy and sell with these while I go and then return.
Question: Whose money was used?
Answer: The nobleman gave them ten minas (each equal today to about twenty dollars).
Question: What was the accusation of the servant with one Mina?
Answer: He said to the servant, I will judge and condemn you out of your own mouth, you
wicked slave! … Then why did you not put my money in a bank, so that on my return, I might
have collected it with interest? (Amplified)
Question: Was living expenses taken away from the non-profitable servant?
Answer: No. Verse 24 “And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him.” It was the
mina given by the nobleman in Verse 13.
The key term in the Luke 19: 11–26 passage is in Verse 13:
Do Business until I come in NKJV - Occupy in KJV – Buy and Sell in some translations. In Greek
πραγματεύομαι pragmateuomai. It is defined as follows:
• to carry on a business
• to carry on the business of a banker or a trader
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There is another example of Stewardship in Luke 16: 2-4.
Luke 16: 2-4
2 So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your
stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.
3 Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For my master is taking the
stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.
4 I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive
me into their houses.
The key term in the Luke 16: 2-4 passage is:
Stewardship: In Greek οἰκονομία oikonomia. It is defined as:
1) the management of a household or of household aﬀairs
1a) specifically, the management, oversight, administration, of other's property
1b) the oﬃce of a manager or overseer, stewardship
1c) administration, dispensation

Examples of Stewardship in Today’s world:
• Investments
• Trading (Stock, Bonds, Commodities, Precious Metals, etc.)
• Real estate
• Business Ownership (Store, Manufacturer, Service, etc.)
• Exchange - Swap
• Bartering
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Christian Stewardship
You are called as God’s stewards to manage that which belongs to God. God has graciously
entrusted you with the care, development, and enjoyment of everything He owns. As His stewards,
you are responsible to manage His holdings well and according to His desires and purposes.
A steward is one who manages the possessions of another. You are all stewards of the resources,
abilities and opportunities that God has entrusted to your care.
Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents that was discussed earlier, you will be called to give
an account of how you have administered everything you have been given and the things God has
entrusted you with, including your time, money, abilities, information, wisdom, relationships, and
authority.
We all should long to hear the Master say what he said in Matthew 25.
Matthew 25: 21
His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
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Stewardship can be divided in two components
• Saving for yourself.
• Stewardship for God.
Let’s examine what are the two concepts of Stewardship as applied to Christians today.

Savings for yourself
Definition of Saving: An amount of something that is not spent or used. The amount of money that
you have saved especially in a bank over a period of time. The act or an instance of economizing.
The excess of income over consumption expenditures.
It is generally recommended that you put in saving accounts about 10% (if you can) of your
revenues for emergencies, extraordinary expenses such as those related to health, to build a
college fund for the children, as a down payment for a house, for retirement, etc.

Stewardship for God
Definition of Stewardship (the term Stewardship was defined in detail earlier in this Booklet).
Stewardship for God consists (if you can) in making an investment with a portion of your revenues,
instead of giving it now to God, with the expectation that after a certain time the investment can
yield an increase that can be at that time given to God. In other word you invest money for God:
• Stewardship is akin of Sowing & Reaping.
• Stewardship is based on Performance.
When “Sowing and Reaping”, the “Harvest” does not belong to the sower, but to the Father. The
increase gained from Sowing is to be an increase of our Stewardship, not your Revenues.
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Example of Stewardship for God: As a Steward for God you purchased stock from a company
with the money you have allocated and reserved for God’s work. Five years later the stock has
improved in value. You sell it and give to God the dividends (if any) and the proceed of the stock
sale. This type of investment is indeed a deferred oﬀering or giving that has far more value than the
initial money you spent to acquire the stock and had given it at that time as an oﬀering to God.
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THE PROVISION & STEWARDSHIP OF ADAM & EVE

Provision and Stewardship had diﬀerent priorities (order) for Adam and Eve before the fall (sin)
and after the fall.

Before the fall – before sin
Genesis 1: 27-28
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
This is Stewardship
Genesis 1: 29
And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.
This is free Provision
Gen. 2: 15-16
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.
This is Stewardship.
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat”.
This is free Provision
Stewardship is first; Provision is second and is free before the fall and sin.
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After the fall – after sin
Genesis 3: 17-19 and 23
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is
the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.
18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field.
19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it
you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.”
…..
23 Therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which
he was taken.
This is Work for Provision

Today, people have to work for their provision
and are purchasing it using their income revenues.
Today Money is generally an exchange for Work.
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DISTRIBUTION OF YOUR REVENUES

Let’s look at some situations and the right steps to take regarding the distribution of your
Revenues: Necessities of Life, Giving, Savings and Stewardship.

Unsaved people & Nominal Christians
Number of unsaved people, including nominal Christians, save and give to charities, but rarely do
stewardship. Often they live beyond their means.

Saved and Born-Again Christians
Number of born-again Christians save and give to charities (Christian works), but rarely do any
Stewardship. Also they often live beyond their means.
Let’s look first at the priorities born-again Christians should keep in mind regarding the use of their
Revenues:

1 - Necessities of Life
2 - Giving
3 - Savings
4 - Stewardship
Before deciding an action plan evaluate your situation in detail with all honesty and identify your
assets (home, savings, cash in hand, etc.) and your liabilities (bank notes, mortgage, debts, etc.).
Try to list what were your budget items for the last year and which items changed drastically during
that period.
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Depending on your status in life, the economic condition, your past, your habits, you can be
classified in one of the conditions-categories below. Check the one that best represents your
situation.

You don’t have enough
Prepare a budget by asking the Lord what are your unnecessary expenses and what allowance you
should make for the payment of debts, in particular credit cards. Consult always the Holy Spirit,
your teacher. You do not want to be the slave of a lender. Do not live beyond your means. Consult
with a reputable financial counseling organization and start to negotiate with Credit Card
companies and other lenders. Giving should essentially be your time. Your Revenues at that point
will cover only your basic Necessities of Life.

You have barely enough
Prepare a Budget by asking the Lord what are the unnecessary expenses and what allowance you
should make for the accelerated payment of debts, in particular credit cards. Consult always the
Holy Spirit, your teacher. Do not live beyond your means by incurring more debts. Giving in cash
should be minimal, but do not forget to give your time. Your Revenues at that point will cover your
Necessities of Life and very minimal Savings and Giving.

You have more than enough
Pray and ask the Lord what are your Necessities of Life, Giving and Savings. Consult always the
Holy Spirit, your teacher. Prepare a Budget making allowance for accelerated payment of debts, in
particular credit cards, if any. Do not live beyond your means. Remember that giving your time is
also important. If you have not considered Stewardship up to that point, check how it can fit in your
budget and start a Stewardship program.
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Now, you get a Financial Increase: what do you do?
Pray in the Holy Spirit, talk to God, and evaluate if now you can classify yourself in another
category listed previously. Negotiate with the Lord the new distribution (if any) of your Revenues:
Necessities of Life, Giving, Savings and Stewardship (if it is appropriate at that time).
If the Lord tells you that your Necessities of Life should remain as they are, check with Him if your
saving, givings or stewardship should be adjusted. Prepare accordingly a revised Budget and stick
to it.

Your status in life is improving and changing for the best
If you have more than enough and your business is increasing to the point you have to entertain
more or travel more, perhaps upgrade your wardrobe or change your car. At that point negotiate
with the Lord what should be your new distribution of your Revenues: Necessities of Life, Giving,
Savings and Stewardship. Prepare a revised Budget and stick to it.
Do this as often as necessary. Pray in the Holy Spirit for guidance.
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THE JOY OF WORKING, GIVING & STEWARDSHIP

Your life, as a born-again Christian, should be an example of joy for Christians and non-christians
to see. The passages of the Scriptures below indicate strongly that you should enjoy life and the
fruit of your labor.
Ecclesiastes 3: 12 to 13 (Amplified)
12 I know that there is nothing better for them [men] than to be glad and to get and do good
as long as they live; 13 And also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good
of all his labor--it is the gift of God.
Ecclesiastes 5: 18 to 20 (Amplified)
18 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is for one to eat and drink, and to find
enjoyment in all the labor in which he labors under the sun all the days which God gives
him--for this is his [allotted] part.
19 Also, every man to whom God has given riches and possessions, and the power to enjoy
them and to accept his appointed lot and to rejoice in his toil--this is the gift of God [to him].
20 For he shall not much remember [seriously] the days of his life, because God [Himself]
answers and corresponds to the joy of his heart [the tranquility of God is mirrored in him].
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CONCLUSION

We hope and pray that this Booklet has brought new light to your Christian faith and some new
understanding regarding Finances in a Christian Perspective.

What is impossible to man is possible to God.
Start today to apply some of the principle illustrated in the Booklet regarding the allocation of your
Revenues in Necessities of life, Giving-Oﬀerings, Savings and Stewardship. It will gradually bring
you financial freedom and you will not regret it since it will bring joy to you and your family.
Should you need to understand better the Plan God has for your life, pray in the Holy Ghost. He is
your teacher and will give you directions.
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These Free Digital Booklets in PDF format are available from iktusNET
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